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4% DDT7 - Tuesday

General:

DDT?7 is a small utility for displaying the current date and time on your screen in an easy-
to-read format. In addition, DDT7 doubles as a count-down timer, capable of accepting
times from 1-99 minutes. This feature was requested by my wife who, it seems, has a
difficult time getting me to stop writing code and attend to the other important events in
my life.

Note that DDT7 does not show as an active Window in the Windows taskbar at the bottom of your screen.
This occurs on purpose to keep the program from taking up space unnecessarily in the taskbar.

DDT?7 does, however, show in the System Tray:
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Note that the Help in DDT7 is PDF Help. This PDF Help File requires Abobe Acrobat Reader, which is
available here.
Back to Table Of Contents

The Controls:

Enable Compact Mode

Timer Settings Button

59 ) 55 Combprehensive Help!

eftings

<4 Timer Settings
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Fig. A

1) “Help” Icon: . Clicking this icon displays Comprehensive Help.
2)  “Enable Compact Mode” Icon: |
“Compact Mode”.
¢ Note the small “!” in the top right corner of Fig. A, above the Timer Settings button. This
icon appears only after the “Start” button has been pressed. The purpose of this icon is to let
you know that the timer is running when the window is minimized.

o Ao
3) “Timer Settings” Button: or . shows/hides the Timer Settings.

Set . . . . . .
4)  “Set” button: —— sets the number of minutes entered in the input textbox into the timer display.

Clicking this icon enables


http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html

)
6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)
13)

14)

15)

16)

Start .
“Start” button: ——___ starts the timer.

Sto . . .
“Stop” button: ﬁ stops the timer, but does not clear or reset the timer, allowing you to resume the
timer event from the current timer setting.

“Reset” button: | Reset I resets the timer. This action will Stop the timer (if it is
running), reset the display to “00:00”, and set the focus to the input textbox for input of another number of
minutes, allowing you to easily start another timer event.

The Alert Type radio buttons: ®Sound  @visual @ EBoth
A) Sound: This alert is audible only. A sound is played to alert you that the time has expired.
B) Visual: This alert is visual only. An alert box is displayed as the active window to alert you that the
time has expired.
C) Both: This setting enables both alerts, Audible and Visual. This is the default type of alert.

Wl tinimize On Start

“Minimize On Start” Checkbox: When checked, after the minutes are entered and the
timer is set and started, the timer will minimize and appear as it did on startup, showing only the Date &
Time Display.

“Custom Reminder” Textbox: I Type Your Reminder Here | When the DDT7 Window is

maximized to show the Timer ~ Settings, a new textbox is located at the bottom of DDT7. When you
click in this textbox, the default text, “Type Your Reminder Here” disappears, waiting for you to
type in a Custom Reminder which will be displayed on the Alert Window.

=
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“About...” Button: i:g, brings up the “About...” box.

“WWW?” Button: H opens your default browser and points it to the Downloads Page.

“Compact Mode” Button: This Button will replace the Standard View of DDT7 when running
in “Compact Mode”. Clicking this button restores the Standard View of DDT7. See Fig. 2 - When DDT
is first started (Standard View).

Bdetd

“Show / Hide” button: Left-Clicking this button, located in the System Tray,
will toggle DDT7 between “Show” & “Hide” Modes.
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A) “Show” Mode:
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B) “Hide” Mode: E:E E%ﬁ = With ToolTextTip: <EI E%% =
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Left-Clicking the “Show / Hide” button, ﬁﬂiﬂ E %‘.
toggle DDT7 between “Show” & “Hide” Modes.

- located in the System Tray, will

&
Right-Clicking the “Show / Hide” button, - located in the System Tray, will

=
1
show the “About Box” — the same as Left-Clicking the “About” button: 'l'lj
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Start-Up:
You might not notice DDT?7 after installation. - See Fig. 1.
At startup, the “Hide” Mode is the default Mode for DDT7. To view DDT7, Click on the

“Clock” icon in the System Tray — See Fig. 2.

DDT?7 Icon in QuickPick Tray DDT?7 Icon in System Tray

3R Startl
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Fig. 1 - When the computer starts up.

12:13 aM
'@E%ﬁﬁ‘//

Fig. 2 — Click on the DDT7 (Clock) Icon.
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Add DDTn to the Startup Folder: (“n” is your version of DDT)

This is only necessary if you are installing DDT versions 0.0.1 — 0.0.6!

DDT?7 installs with a shortcut in the “Startup” folder.

In order for DDT versions 0.0.1 — 0.0.6 to start each time you start your computer,

e Al

11.
12.

0.

follow these instructions:

Go to My Computer\C:\Program Files\DDTn\DDTn.exe

Right-click on DDTn.exe and drag to menu item "Create Shortcut".

Do not close this window!

Click on "Start" menu.

Move mouse pointer over "Programs"

Move mouse pointer over "Startup" folder.

Right-click on "Startup" folder.

Choose "Open" with a left-click.

Position this window next to the "DDTn" window.

Drag the Shortcut you just made ("Shortcut to DDTn.exe") from the "DDTn"
folder window into the "Startup" folder window.

Close both windows.

That's it! The next time you start your computer, DDTn will start automatically!

Add DDTn as a QuickPick: (“n” is your version of DDT)

This is only necessary if you are installing DDT versions 0.0.1 — 0.0.6!

DDT7 installs with a QuickPick shortcut in the “Taskbar” folder.

To add DDT versions 0.0.1 — 0.0.6 as a QuickPick to your System TaskBar, follow

RN =

ilstart |

these instructions:

Go to My Computer\C:\Program Files\DDTn\DDTn.exe

Click and hold on the DDTn.exe icon.

Drag this icon into your System TaskBar (usually located at the bottom of your screen)
These icons can all be arranged at will by click-dragging any icon to its desired location and
dropped into position at the point shown with a

Close all windows.
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Compact Mode:
Clicking on the Green Arrow will put DDT7 in

Compact Mode. This button () will replace DDT?7 in the top left corner of your
screen.

Clicking on this button () will show the default minimized view of DDT7. This
feature simply allows DDT?7 to take as little space as possible on the desktop area. The

Timer and the Clock continue to run in Compact Mode. Compact Mode has no impact on
the function of DDT7.

Back to Table Of Contents

Show Mode / Hide Mode:

“Show / Hide” button: EKBEE %‘ Clicking this button, located in the System Tray, will toggle
DDT?7 between “Show” & “Hide” Modes.
/
29 PM
A) “Show” Mode: 5@_5'%‘
| 12:13 AM ‘ | ::EI é;g
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B) “Hide” Mode: a2k With Tool TextTip: =
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Fig. 3 - When DDT is in “Show” Mode
By default, DDT7 will appear in the top left corner of your screen — see Fig. 3. It can be
moved by clicking the Title Bar and dragging it to the desired spot on your screen.
When DDTY7 first starts, it is in “Minimized Mode”. This means that the Timer Settings
are hidden. See Fig. 4.
4% DDT7 - Tuesday

Fig. 4 - When DDT is in “Show” Mode (Standard View).



Help:
Note the small red “?” in the upper left corner of DDT7. Clicking this icon “?” will start Adobe Acrobat
Reader and display the Help File (This File).

Get Adobe Acrobat Reader here.

DDT7 includes comprehensive Help accessed two ways:
1) PDF Help, which is accessed through the “?” in the upper left corner of DDT7.

2) PDF Help File, which is accessed by opening My Computer\C:\Program Files\DDT?7 and

double-click on the DDT7-Help.pdf icon () This PDF Help File requires Abobe Acrobat
Reader, which is available here.

Back to Table Of Contents

Viewing The Timer Settings:
In order to view the timer settings, you must click on the Timer Settings button on the

lower right of the minimized clock: * |, This will show the settings for DDT7 — see Fig.
5

#% DDT7 - Tuesday
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Fig. 5 - When timer settings are maximized.
. b . N [ . o

Note that the settings button now looks like this: This allows you to manually minimize the

timer settings after setting the timer if the “Minimize On Start” checkbox is not checked. By default, this
checkbox is checked, so after the minutes are entered and the timer is set and started, the timer will
minimize and appear as it did on startup.

Back to Table Of Contents
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Setting The Timer:
Setting the timer is simple:
1) Enter any whole-number from 1 — 99 in the textbox. This can be done directly via

the extended numeric keypad on a desktop computer, via the number keys across
the top of your keyboard, or by clicking on the scrollbar next to the textbox. See

Fig. 6.

#% DDT7 - Tuesday
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Fig. 6 - After number of minutes has been entered.

After the correct number of minutes has been entered, click the “Set” button to set the

timer to the number of minutes you have entered into the textbox. See Fig. 7.

Note that the display has changed from “00:00” to the number of minutes you entered.

Note that if you do not click the “Set” button before clicking the “Start” button, an error will occur and you
will be prompted to click the “Set” button before clicking the “Start” button.

The reason for this is that many times, you will want to start the timer some time after you have sef the
timer. The “Set” button allows this to happen. Otherwise, there would be no “Set” button and the timer
would start immediately after entering the minutes in the textbox and clicking “Start”.

4% DDTT - Tuesday

111412003 1:12:25 AM g
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Fig. 7 - After pressing the “Set” Button.
Note that in this version (DDT7), a new textbox is located at the bottom of the Timer Settings. This textbox
is used for a custom reminder you type in, which will appear on the Alert Window under the “Close

Window” button to remind you why you set the timer.
This feature only works when either of the “Visual” or Both” radio buttons is selected, but not when the

“Sound” radio button is selected. See Fig. 9.

Back to Table Of Contents




Starting The Timer:
The timer is started by clicking the “Start” button. Several things occur when this button
is pressed:

1) The window may resize, depending on the status of the “Minimize On Start”
checkbox.

2) The small “!” in red appears above the timer settings button to alert you that
the timer is now running.

3) The Titlebar of DDT now displays “DarkTimer Set: (with the number of
minutes you entered in the input textbox) At: (with the time of day you clicked
the “Start” button). Note the difference in the Titlebars in Fig. 5 and Fig. 6 —
before and after starting the timer.

If you do not un-check the “Minimize On Start” button, the timer settings will be hidden
and only the clock will be visible. See Fig. 8.
#% DarkTimer Sek: 60:00

1/14/2003 1:14:08 AM

Fig. 8 - After pressing the “Start” Button, when “Minimize On Start” is checked.

If you do un-check the “Minimize On Start” button, the timer settings will not be hidden.
See Fig. 9.
§% DarkTimer Set: 60:00
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Fig. 9 - After pressing the “Start” Button, when “Minimize On Start” is NOT checked.
Note the small “!”” in red above the timer settings button. This icon appears only after the “Start” button has
been pressed. The purpose of this icon is to let you know that the timer is running when the window is
minimized.

Timer Startup Shortcut

When you first view Timer Settings, after clicking the button:
1) Enter the number of minutes.
2) Press the “Tab” key. This moves focus to the “Set” button.
3) Press “Enter”. This sets the timer.
4) Press the “Tab” key. This moves focus to the “Reminder” textbox and highlights it for input.
5) Type in your Custom Reminder.
6) Press the “Tab” key. This moves focus to the “Start” button.
7) Press “Enter”. This starts the timer.

Back to Table Of Contents




Custom Reminder:

In versions DDT6 & DDT7, a new textbox is located at the bottom of the Timer Settings.

Note that this feature only works when either of the “Visual” or Both” radio buttons is selected, but not
when the “Sound” radio button is selected.

The textbox containing the text, “Type Your Reminder Here” is for a custom reminder
which will be displayed on the Alert Window when the time expires and the timer alerts
you Visually. Simply click on the textbox and it will clear the default text, allowing you

to enter a custom reminder. See Fig. 8.
Note that this reminder can only be 28 characters in length.

#% DDTT - Tuesday
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Fig. 10 — Typing in a Custom Reminder.

Back to Table Of Contents
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The Alert Window:
When the set time has expired and the Visual Alert radio button or the Both radio button
is selected, DDT7 will show an alert window. See Fig. 11.

01110000 Jib ho100110

11 001
p10° 1004
P11 0114
poo: 101,
b p0100110Q;
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Fig. 11 — The Visual Alert Window with a Custom Reminder..
In Fig. 11, the text “This is a Custom Reminder” is the same reminder typed into the
Custom Reminder Textbox in Fig. 10.

The time of day when the timer stopped is shown, in case you were away from your
computer when the time expired.

Note that when a visual alert is selected by checking either the “Visual” or “Both” radio buttons, the
following items will not be available:

e  The Desktop

e  The “Start” menu

e The Windows Taskbar

e Any other running program
This ensures you notice the timer Alert and take action by either

e  C(Clicking the Close Box on the “Alert” window

e  Clicking the “Close Window” button on the “Alert” window
As soon as either of these actions takes place, the black screen will disappear and all disabled features
mentioned above are enabled again.

Back to Table Of Contents
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“About...” Button:

o]
This button, e , brings up the “About...” box:
#% About DarkDateT x|
: arkDateTime v7

1N | ¥
./ Timner Lltiliky.

DarkHoize Development

WWW Button:
This button, [E], opens your default browser and points it to the Downloads Page.

Back to Table Of Contents

Installation Instructions:

Please follow these instructions carefully to ensure a worry-free installation:
(These are Programs for the Windows Platform.)

e Installing DDT7 from a CD-ROM

e Downloading DDT7 from the WWW

e Installing DDT7 From the Downloaded .zip File

Installing DDT7 from a CD-ROM:

1) Hold down the “Shift” key as you insert the CD containing DDT7. Keep holding
the “Shift” key until the CD-ROM drive spins up.

2) After the CD-ROM drive spins up, Double-Click on “My Computer”.

3) Right-Click on “Carl Miller-v11 (n:)”, where “n” is the Letter of your CD-ROM
drive.

4) Choose “Open” from the menu that appears.

¢ Your window should look similar to this:

&0 Carl Miller-v11 = : -0 x|
J Fil= Edit Mew Favorites Tools Help || #=Back - = - [3] | 2
J Address ]Cl Carl Miller-y11 ll o J Links **
Mame ¢ Size | Type | Modified |
(8] cemiller . comRD Fie Folder 12/14/2002 :55 AM
e Programs File Folder 12/14/2002 5:55 AM
/ [ resume Fie Folder 12/14/2002 3:55 AM
55| autorun.inf 1KB Setup Information RfZ002 201 AM
i cmcD1.ico 2KB Windows Icon 3f5{2002 2:20 PM
[ Main.jpa ¥SKB FEG Image 3/6/2002 8:55 AM
E Resume Disc Conk., .. 1KB Text Dooument 12112002 11:25 &AM
Resume Disc Help... 1KB Text Dooument 12/5)200z2 7142 PM
@ Skart, hkrm S5KB HTML Dooument 12011/2002 11:21 AM
|'§J object(s) 376 KB E.EJI Iy Computer o

5) Double-Click the “Programs” folder.
e Your window should look similar to this:

12



& Programs =10l x|
J File Edit ‘iew Favorites Tools  Help |J d=Fack - = - Eod
J.ﬁ.ddress 'a Prograrms j @GD JLinkS Eod
Mame | Size | Type | Modified
[ JDarkDateTime v7 File Folder 1442003 3:25 PM
/ C1DNsD+205 File Folder 1/4/2003 3:25 PM
D DMSD+-205-5x6 File Folder 1402003 3:25 PM
2] ReadMeFirst.txt 1KE Text Document 120112002 12:01 AM
‘| | 2]
|4 object(s) |62 bytes |@ My Computer 4

6) Double-Click the “DarkDateTime v7” folder.

e Your window should look similar to one of these:

& DarkDateTime v7 E =10 x|
J File Edit ‘iew Favoribes Tools ™ J 4= Back - *
J.ﬁ.ddress ‘2l DarkDateTime v7 j a0 JLinks =
Marme I Size I Twpe Iﬂ
a ReadMeFirst, bxk 1KE TextDocument I |
setup.exe 138 KE application hd
| 3
|4 nbjectis) .20 ME |@. Iy Computer o
OR this:
i —I.—I- D .il
J File Edit ¥iew Favorites J 4= Eack - *
J.ﬁ._u:lress [ DarkDateTime »7 j a0 JLinks 2
Mame | Size | Tvpe
a ReadMeFirst, bxk 1 KB Texk Dacument
®Setup.exe 3,476 KB Application
4& | -
2 objegt(s) 3,39 MB A My Computer 4
7) Double-Click the “setup.exe” file.
If you see this screen:
Yisual Basic 6.0 with ¥isual Studio 6.0 Service Pack 5 |

Click “Xes”’

e  Your window should look similar to one of these:
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YWielcome to the DarkDateTime [DOT] Setup program. T his
program will inztall DarkD ateTime [DDT] on pour computer.

[t iz gtrongly recammended that you exit all Windows programs
before minning thiz Setup program.

Click Cancel to quit Setup and then cloze any programs you have
running. Click Mest ko continue with the Setup program.

WSRMIMG: Thiz program iz protected by copunght law and
interniational treaties.

Cancel |
8) Click “Next” and follow the onscreen prompts.

¢ You should choose all default settings to simplify installation.
OR this:

#J DarkDateTime v0.0.7 Setup x|

@ welcome Eo the DarkDateTime +0.0.7 installation program.
o=y

Setup cannot install system files or update shared files iF they are in use,

Before proceeding, we recommend that wou close any applications wou may
be running.

Exit Setup

9) Click “OK” and follow the onscreen prompts.

¢ You should choose all default settings to simplify installation.
10) Other Information:

e By default, DDT7 installs to a folder path of:
My Computer\C:\Program Files\DDT7
e By default, DDT7 installs to:
My Computer\C:\Program Files\DDT7\DDT7.exe

Back to Table Of Contents
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Downloading DDT7 from the WWW:
1) You can download DDT?7 directly from this document!
e Live Link! = Download DarkDateTime v0.0.7 here. €<Live Link!
2) Or, from the WWW, point your browser to:
e Live Link! - http://www.cemiller.com/downloads.htm. €Live Link!
e Click on the link, “Download DarkDateTime v0.0.7 here”.

/3 cemiller.com - Downloads - Microsoft Internet Explorer - [Working Offline] (=] 5|
| Bl Edt wew Favortes Tods el |J bk - = - (D[] | Qoearch GFavorites CfHistory | By Sh [0 - |JLir\ks ”ﬁ
DarkDateTime v0.0.7 =l

New Version Posted 01/06/2003

DarkDateTime wersion § (DDTT) is a small utility for displaying the current date and time on your screen in an easy-to-read format. In addition, DDT7 doubles as a
count-down timer, capable of accepting times from 1-99 minutes

In this new version (DDTT), a new textbox is located at the battom of the Timer Options. This textbox is used for a custom reminder you type in, which will appear on the Alert Window
under the “Closs Window” button to remind you why you sst the timer

View DDT7 Help File

DDT7 Sereenshot:

$% DarkDateTime - v7

50 ] set | st | suan |

© Both

L
it
This is & Custom Feminder!

For (800 x 600) & (1024 x 768) Screen Resolutions: Download DarkDateTime w0.0.7 here

Help File: (PDF format) Rigte-Clidk and selsct "Seve Target 4. %] Download DDTT Help File

1. Although the downioad flesize s rather large (1. 7M1), be assured that this elo cldtimes utikity s rather meager in its memory requizements. The program is only 44Kb in size|
2 Other files included taks up the vast majotity of the download These files inchude:

e HTML Help, available from within the program - 281Kh.
® PDF Help file - 193Kh LI
VA

[& [ [ [= My computer

2) Save the file to a sensible place, such as “Downloads” or to the Desktop.

Back to Table Of Contents

Installing DDT7 From the Downloaded .zip File:
1) Unzip the file DDT7.zip with a ZIP Utility such as WinZip.
e Click here to download WinZip.
e Depending on your settings, your ZIP Utility may automatically start the
Installer. If this happens, the window shown in Step 3 will appear,
skipping Step 2.
2) If your ZIP Utility did not automatically start the Installer, locate and open the
“Unzipped” folder named “DDT7”.
3) Double-Click the “setup.exe” file.
¢ Your window should look similar to one of these:

15


http://www.cemiller.com/Programs/DDT6.zip
http://www.cemiller.com/downloads.htm
http://www.buginword.com
http://www.winzip.com/ddchomea.htm

#J DarkDateTime v0.0.7 Setup x|

g Welcome to the DarkDateTime 0.0, 7 installation program.
=g

Setup cannot install swstem files or update shared files i thew are inuse.
Before proceeding, we recommend that wou close any applications wau may
be running.

Exit Setup

OR THIS:

Welcome x|

Wwelcome to the DarkDateTime [DDT] Setup program. Thiz
program wWill install DarkDateTime [DDT ] on wour computer.

[t iz strongly recommended that you exit all Windows programs
before running this Setup program.

Click Cancel to guit Setup and then cloze any programs you hawve
runming. Click et to continue with the Setup program.

WARMIMG: Thiz program iz protected by copyright law and
international treaties.

4) Click “OK” or “Next” and follow the onscreen prompts.

e You should choose all default settings to simplify installation.
5) Other Information:

e By default, DDT7 installs to a folder path of:
My Computer\C:\Program Files\DDT7
e By default, DDT7 installs to:
My Computer\C:\Program Files\DDT7\DDT7.exe

Back to Table Of Contents
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Other Information

Version History:
e v0.0.2, 11-03-02: Add Timer, Window States
e v0.0.3, 11-05-02: Many bug fixes; Title swap for timer, reset focus from settings button,
fix Reset button execution.
v0.0.4, 11-12-02: Heavy testing & minor bug fixes.
v0.0.5, 11-22-02: Fix Installer, repair corrupted Install File.
v0.0.6, 12-10-02: Add Custom Reminder TextBox
v0.0.6a, 12-13-02: Add Form3 for background
v0.0.6b, 12-16-02: Remove Form3 for background - Resize Form2, Streamline code, add
“Alert Always On Top” code.
v0.0.7, 01-03-03: Move to top right, options for show in tray, min to tray
e 'v0.0.7a, xx-xx-xx: Remove: Move to top right, options for show in tray, min to tray
e v0.0.7a, 01-03-03: Add “Compact Mode”, “About...” Button & Form, “WWW” Button,
streamline code, new Help file.
e 'v0.0.7b, 01-08-03: Add "About..." & "WWW" buttons.
e 'v0.0.7c, 01-10-03: Tweak & Test
'v0.0.7d, 01-12-03: Add System Tray Icon, De-Bug & Test
'v0.0.7e, 01-12-03: Add Day of Week to Form1.Caption
'v0.0.7¢, 01-14-03: Add 4 second Timer to frmAbout and Call to cmdRestore on “Show”

Back to Table Of Contents

Support:

Other than this “Help” document, there is no support available for this product, although
an occasional check at http://www.cemiller.com/downloads.htm for a newer version
would be a way to ensure greater compatibility, more functions and options, and possibly
an expanded “Help” file.

Back to Table Of Contents

Disclaimer:

Neither “DarkNoise Development” nor Carl Miller can or will be held responsible for
any damages caused by the installation, use, abuse, or other application of this software
product, whether directly, indirectly or consequentially related to any subsequent system,
hardware, or software problem which may occur. Be aware that this software product has
been tested on Windows 98 and Windows 2000 Professional, but not tested on Windows
95, Windows ME, or Windows XP, although there are no system-specific programming
techniques incorporated in this program.

For Jim, Saad, and all the Code Warriors who share ideas.
All content © 2002/2003, DarkNoise Development — Release v.0.0.7¢
Back to Table Of Contents

#% DDT7 - Tuesday

Visit my Website:
http://www.cemiller.com
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